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21. The laws enacted for the preservation of the independence 
of Parliament and the prevention of corrupt practices at elec
tions are contained in chapters 10 and u , Revised Statutes of 
Canada, and provide for the appointment of a commission of 
inquiry in cases where the judges report corrupt practices. The 
statute provides severe penalties on persons who are disqualified 
sitting as members. 

Since 1874 the House of Commons has given up its juris
diction over the trial of controverted elections. Instead of 
special committers, the courts in the several provinces are now 
the tribunals for the trial of all contested elections. The elec
tion expenses of candidates must be published by their agents 
after the election. A candidate may be disqualified from sitting 
in the Commons or voting or holding any office in the gift of 
the Crown for seven years on conviction of personal bribery. 

22. The administration of the several subjects set apart by the 
Confederation Act for the Federal authorities to deal with is 
carried on by means of departments, presided over by members 
of the Privy Council, whose functions are regulated by statute. 
At present there are twelve heads of departments. These are 
(1) the President of the Privy Council, (2) the Minister of Public 
Works, (3) Minister of Railways and Canals, (4) Minister of 
Trade and Commerce, (5) Minister of Militia and Defence, (6) 
Minister of Agriculture, (7) Secretary of State, (8) Minister of 
Justice, (9) Minister of Finance, (10) Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries, (11) Postmaster General, (12) Minister of the Interior. 
Customs and Inland Revenue, which are under the general con
trol of the Minister of Trade and Commerce, have at the head 
of each a Controller who is a member of Parliament, but is not 
in either case a member of the Privy Council. The Solicitor 
General, who is attached to the Department of Justice, is also a 
member of Parliament without a seat in the Cabinet. The Sec
retary of State is head of the Department of Public Printing. 
The Minister of the Interior has under his charge the Depart
ments of the Geological Survey and of Indian Affairs, and the 
President of the Privy Council is head of the Mounted Police. 

23. The fullest discussion is allowed jn the Parliament of 
Canada, and the Houses have never been compelled, through 
obstruction, to resort to closure of debate. 

24. The Standing Committees of the Commons include (1) the 
Committee on Public Accounts, (2) the Committee on Agriculture 


